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By Paul Sisco initially by Joe James of Seneca, S.C., wgsanting the survivors out on his farm, where
CC-TACE vice president expanded in 2008, thanks to the efforts dhey will be screened for blight resistance

Steve Barilovits of Charlotte, N.C., and Leavhen they get big enough.
Gragg of Morganton, N.C. ______ i
The Carolinas Chapter has two programs The (L) program utilizes surviving fdﬁ:-?‘
for breeding chestnut trees for locaAmerican chestnut trees found below 3000F: e s «
adaptation to our area. in both North and South Carolina, and thes
The High Elevation Program (H), begurgoal is to develop a population of treeJss
in the year 2000, has utilized survivinghat is resistant to both chestnut blight ang@Sss
American trees found in the higherPhytophthora cinnamommbot rot disease,
mountains of western North Carolina fromwhich is common at lower elevations.
3000’ to 5300'. Seed from the (L) program harvested i
These Carolina trees were crossed with008 were planted on land of three nevi:
trees from the Meadowview, Va., Researcbooperators this spring — Russell Regner
Farms that were moderately resistant tof Macon County, N.C., Woody Ammons of
the blight, and the resulting backcross seddadison County, N.C., and Lee Hoffman,
were planted on land of chapter membeglso of Madison County.
cooperators. By 2008, we had planted our In addition, Joe James has continue
goal of 20 orchards for the (H) program. his program of screening seedlings fo
The Low Elevation Program (L), begunPhytophthoraroot rot resistance, and then|
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President’s Message
Young volunteers
catch TACF bug

L L What keeps your sre —your
interest in the American chestnut

burning?”

WAmerican chestnut? In my case, ™
it was Glen Gillis, my father,

who erst told me about the American

chestnut tree some 50 years ago. As a b

growing up in the Big vy Community

of Madison County, N.C., he knew the

American chestnut as a dominant forest |

tree. As a teenager, he witnessed its

decline as chestnut blight spread through |

Appalachia. Because of his connection

to the tree, | have a passion for helping

restore the American chestnut.

Steve Barilovits IV became interested
in the American chestnut at age 10 and
then enlisted his father Steve Il to help
him locate trees at South Mountain State &
Park, N.C. Both now volunteer and work - » 2 ning site at Bailey Mountain
diligently to help restore the American . .
chestnut tree. Preserve in Madlsqn County, N-C the

Scott and Nancy Pryor’s grandson at age~Me county in Whlch Doug’s fathgr, Glen,
3 got interested when they invited him andléveloped a passion for the American
his dad to help plant a backcross chestnughestnut. David Flood (left) looks over the
orchard where apples used to grow on  proposed site with Lee Hoffman (right).
their family’s property near Edneyville,  Photo by Paul Sisco.

N.C. Chapter member K.O. Summerville,
a veteran forester, showed the young boy The Carolinas Chapter has six standing
how to plant the nuts. committees where you can help. The

As a kindergartner, he entered in his  committees are known as Mother Tree,
school’s science fair a project titled “| Research, Membership, Publications,
can make a difference by bringing back Fundraising and Education, Media, and
chestnut trees to America.” Scott, Nancy, Public Awareness. If you are not already
other family and K.O. ignited a spark in  involved, you can contact me to learn how
the boy. you can help. | plan to develop a fact shes

The continued success of the Carolinasfor chapter members. It will explain where
Chapter of The American Chestnut to search for information to learn more
Foundation (CC-TACF) depends greatly about the American chestnut and who to
on current members being involved in andcontact to learn about and to get involved
being excited about the restoration of the with ongoing work.

American chestnut tree. Members need  The fact sheet also will identify where

ho got you interested in the
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Sir Speedy Printing, Asheville, N.C.

to light eres in others about the American

chestnut.

Our next event for members, Nov. 7,
2009, is an orchard tour and picnic lunch
at Louis Acker and Allie Funk’s farm near
Creston, N.C. An announcement of the
event appears in this newsletter. | invite

to be recruited continuously, especially  people in the Carolinas can see exhibits
young members, since the work of CC-  about the American chestnut and where
TACF will continue for many decades andthey can see examples of the use of
generations to come. American chestnut wood in building
Steve Barilovits 1V, now a sophomore construction. The fact sheet will be made
at UNC-Chapel Hill, is talking to his available to all members and updated )c/ﬁzl; to attend and to learn more about
. > N . pter activities.

peers and is developing ideas to attract periodically. Members will be able to hand
young people to join the effort to restore out the sheet to family members, friends
the American chestnut. He will report his and people they meet. They can use it as
ideas to the CC-TACF board. a tool to keep their own eres burning and
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Requiem for three chestnuts

By Steve Barilovits IlI
Charlotte, N.C.

This spring, | visited three long-term
surviving American chestnuts in lower
elevation sites in the Piedmont of North
Carolina — all of which were dead by the §
time we saw them.

On May 10, | met Dr. Bill MacDonald
of West Virginia University in Sandy
Ridge, N.C., so that he could observe whg
we call the “Sandy Ridge Tree” and take
samples of blight from its bark. Last year, |
we collected pollen from this 70’ tree, and e
produced about 100 hybrid (BC4F1) nuts
using this pollen.

The nuts were planted in new Carolina
Chapter orchards this spring. We were  Above, the Hanging Rock Tree, now
saddened when we arrived at the tree to defunct. At right, the Sandy Ridge Tree
end that it had died from a combination Sandy Ridge, N.C., also defunct from
of blight and drought stress last fall or Iateblight. Below, Bill MacDonald takes blight

Slrjg\:vq:]er'frl\ol?nr?rﬂgstfégu:ﬁ c\)/:/Jerr(]a t?]k;?gri\.; e;j samples from the bark of the Sandy Ridge
g g ¥ g Tree. Photos by Steve Barilovits IlI.

group of highly blighted root sprouts from

another tree growing about 20 yards from
the now defunct large tree.

Several years ago, park rangers at
Hanging Rock State Park found a large
surviving American chestnut growing on a
remote steep slope on the south side of the
park. We had hoped to harvest pollen fron
this tree this year, but when we visited it
on June 13 after hiking off-trail for about g
mile, we found that it had died last winter
or early this spring. It produced burs last
fall, but did not leaf out this spring. The
tree was about 70’ high with a diameter of
almost 12 inches.

It's likely that this tree also succumbed
to a combination of several years of severe
drought and blight. This was a more
severe blow than the death of the Sandy
Ridge Tree because we didn't get a change
to bring this tree’s genetics into our low
elevation breeding program.

One of my old favorites, a tree on the
north edge of Kings Pinnacle in Crowders
Mountain State Park was a group of highly
blighted root sprouts growing to a height
of 20 feet before succumbing to blight.
Ten years or so ago, this tree produced a
small number of burs and catkins, but it
hasn’t bloomed in several years. We found
it dead of the blight this spring with no
surviving sprouts.

As time passes, more of these outlying
chestnut survivors will fail. The most
important thing we can do is to locate
them and preserve their unique genetics by
bringing them into our breeding program
before they go.
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ADDITIONAL AMERICAN CHESTNUT CHARACTERISTICS AREREIED WITH EACH BACKCROSS.

TACF expects a high level of blight resistance and American characteristics to be present in
selected BC 3, seed orchard parents. Their BC  3F3 progeny will be extensively tested by
TACEF for blight resistance and ability to compete in the forest.

— This cross produces an Fy

= This is the first backcross to the American and produces an BCq
n erican

- = This is the second backcross to the American and produces a BC»

erican

= This is the third backcross to the American

and produces a BC
erican P 3

— This is the first intercross and
and produces a BC3F»
erican

= This is the second
intercross and
produces a BC3F3
erican

- BC3F3 — This is the final intercross,
eric and is expected to show a
high level of blight resistance
in forest test-plantings.
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