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THE CAROLINAS CHAPTER REPORT

September 18th, 2004

Submitted by Joe James, President

OVERVIEW

The Carolinas Chapter is having yet another productive year promoting the mission of TACF.  We continue to support our Mother Tree Program for future breeding work while building greater support for the regional adaptability program by coordinating our efforts with other chapters in the southern Appalachian Mountains.  Paul Sisco is actively organizing a regional breeding effort.  This effort seems all the more necessary when one considers the effect of Phytophthora cinnamomi (root rot or ink disease) throughout the region from Virginia to Kentucky and southward. The Piedmont of the South could possibly be reclaimed as native range of the American chestnut by breeding resistance to both blight and root rot diseases.

ADMINISTRATION

Elections were held during our Board meeting on August 28th,2004. The results were as follows:

President

Joe James

Vice-President

Kenneth Summerville

Secretary

John Frampton

Treasurer

Don Surrette

Don Surrette, handcrafted two desk clocks out of solid American chestnut and presented one each to Paul Sisco and Ron Myers for their fine work and leadership.

MEMBERSHIP

Our current membership stands at 501. Plans to involve the general membership in local field projects will not only engender a sense of belonging but also increase their knowledge.  The time is fast approaching when out planting of chestnut will require a dedicated group of volunteers for the most fun part----actually planting and NUTURING chestnuts in a wild setting.

I am in the planning stages with Clemson University to host the next general membership meeting, tentatively scheduled for April 23, 2005, at Lehotsky Hall, Clemson University.  Steve Barilovits and Doug Gillis will lead the fall  “harvest hike” at Pilot Mountain State Park northwest of Winston-Salem.

ACCOMPLISHMENTS

The Carolinas Chapter held its 2004 annual spring meeting at Crowders Mountain State Park in April.  Approximately 65 members were present. The scientific presentations were all excellent. I especially enjoyed the lecture on genetic engineering given by Dr. Scott Merkle, a professor at the the University of Georgia, mainly because I knew almost nothing about that very important subject.

In addition to organizing the above meeting, Steve Barilovits found a large surviving American chestnut tree on Crowders Mountain that was used in a pollination he and I did at Milliken Industries in Spartanburg, S.C.

Jack Johnston has been perfecting his skill with nut grafting.  Scionwood from Alabama American chestnut trees were grafted on hybrid chestnuts and have been growing in pots for two years .

Doug Gillis, an engineer, is heading up an effort to improve our web site and make it more adaptable and provide more information, especially scientific articles. Doug has invented a light-weight extension pole with a noose mechanism for removing burs without harming the tree.

NEWSLETTER AND COMMUNICATIONS

The biannual  Chestnut Mast is due in October and again in the spring.  This provides an important link to our members and provides updates on our pollination, breeding and administrative activities, plus times and dates of meetings and various field events.  Jane and John Frampton as co-editors are continuing the fine tradition set by Don Myers and Susan Wilson, our former editors. The Framptons need our informational input to keep the Chestnut Mast the topflight publication it has been. They can be reached at chestnutmast@bellsouth.net. 

Our general chapter email address is carolinas@acf.org and our website is www.carolinas-tacf.org
MOTHER TREE PROGRAM

This year the rainy weather prevented full use of all available trees.  However, 344 bags were applied to create 10 Clapper families and 2 Graves families using BC2 and BC3 pollen supplied by Meadowview.  16 bags were applied using wild pollen from the American Steve B. tree at Crowders Mountain.  22 bags of various American, Chinese, and Japanese pollens were applied to trees on Goat Bald.  Hopefully these 382 total bags will yield 400+ nuts.

        This year we again had 2 interns sponsored by the National Fish And Wildlife Foundation. They were Steven Slack and Austin Wagner. Their persistent energy and genuine enthusiasm were a tremendous boost to a sometimes beleaguered Paul Sisco. We wish them luck in their further educational pursuits.

Goal of the Mother Tree program:  There is a natural niche for the Carolinas Chapter in the overall national effort to bring back the American Chestnut.  Our role is really three fold.  FIRST, there is an absolute need to develop a tree that is strongly resistant to the deadly Phytophthora cinnamomi, particularly with its prevalence in warmer (less than 3000 ft. elev.) climates with heavy clay soils.  SECONDLY, we need to incorporate southern genetics into the gene pool just as our friends to the north are doing with their northern genetic material.  THIRDLY, as the largest and most active chapter in the South (i.e. the ones most effected by Phytophthora) we should and are providing leadership in the cooperative breeding effort.  Anyone reading this material is invited not only to join the organization but to become involved in the field work.

FINANCES

Our chapter started 2004 with $7,716 on hand.  Our income from member dues has been approximately $4830.  The National organization paid us money it owed from 2003 of $3375.  Carolinas members gave $3030 in contributions to the chapter over and above their annual dues to TACF.  THANKS!   Finally, special gifts to the chapter totaled $3000. Miscellaneous income was $510. The total amount of income equals $14,740.

Our expenses for the year thus far are $11,460. Broken down to % these are 1) events,work shops,and mass mailings 34%;  2) Mother Tree and other related projects 30%  3) publicity and other outreach 21%  4) administrative expenses 13%.  

